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SUBJECT t Partisl Analysis of Certain Singspore Criminal Laws

1. The Preservation of Public Security Ordinance of 1955,
which | Bays is mow in force, is named in the traffic
a8 the lew unier vhich the two men are being retained. Section 3,
Subseotions (1) and {3) provided that if the Governor in Council
"is satisfied with respect to any perscn that, with a view to
preventing that person from acting in any manner prejudicial to the
security of Maleys or the mmintenance of public order therein or
the maintenance therein of essential services, 1t is necessary so to
do," the Chief Secretary mey issue an order directing that the person
involved be detained, or imposing less sovere restyrictions om his
movements "for any periocd not exceeding two years." Any police
officer may, without warrant, arresi and detaln any person

"in vespect of whom he has reason to belisve--

"{a) there are grounds which would Justify his detention
under section 3 of this Ordinance;

(b} that he has acted or is about to act or is likely to
sot in any manner prejudicial to the public safety
or the maintenance of public order.”

However, no person may be so detalned Tor more than forty-eight hours
provided

“shat if en officer of or above the rank of Superintendent
of Police is satisfied that the pecessary enquiries cannot
be completed within the aforeseld pericd of forty-eight
nours he mey suthorise the Turther detentiom of such person
Por an additional period not exceeding fourteen days. . . . "
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In the 1 it ease, the sbove langusge should permit dstention to
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S, The Ordinance also provides st Secticn 22 that anyone who
contravenes or faile to comply with any provisien of the Urdinance
wmyrulemmrna&etmemﬂwamubeguimyormoﬂenu
against this Ordinance. The seme sectiecn and fBection 23 permit
the imposition of penalty of up to three or rive years apnd a fine.
There are several references 4o offenses arising out of subversive
activities, in Sections 25, 26 and 27, but it does not appear that
the Ordinsnce prescribes any such offenses or provides for their
punishment.
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